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*ADVERTISEMENT**

Young India Films is synonymous in the field of
Education, Presentation and Teaching Technologies
and is an ISO 9001 company offering the highest
guality standards. It started its humble beginnuagy
back in the year 1962 and today is a Leader in the
field of Audio-Visual and Presentation technologies
having its offices in Chennai, New Delhi, Bangalore,
Mysore, Pune, Hyderabad, Madurai, Trichy,
Pondicherry, Coimbatore, Nagpur, Lucknow, Ranchi
and Kolkata with an annual turnover of Rs.100
million and total manpower exceeding 40 in Sales,
Accounts, Administration etc.

SLUMTIILIY v WG TP Swi v

+ Exercise Generator ¢Language students' keyboard/mouse
Areas: Reading Skills, Writing Skills, + Future Upgrades
I

Grammar, Vocabulary etc., | Available /  Download the YIF brochure:
| http://eltweekly.com/ads/Loud%20and%20Clear-

YOUNG INDIA FILMS g2\ .
i QMS - 1SO 9001 : 2000 @ Clarity.pdf

g

Trusted

1-F, Lakshmi Bhawan,609, MountRoad, Chennai-600 006.
Ph. : 044-28295693, 28294160 Fax : 044-28292065,
E-mail : yif@vsnl.com

Visit YIF site: http://www.youngindiafilms.in

Young India Films
In the Service of Teachers for Over Four Decades.
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Quote of the week

(11 17
Poetry should help, not only to refine the languafgéne time, but to prevent it from changing tapidly.

- T. S. Eliot




Tip of the week

Five ideas to improve listening

By Tarun Patel

Listening is the most important receptive (andreay) skill for English language students. An abito listen and

interpret is a fundamental communicative ability.

Teaching listening involves training in some ‘emadplskills’ — perception of sounds, stress, intaorapatterns,
accents, attitudes and so on, as well as ‘pradticearious styles of listening comprehension.

1. Clear Voice The teacher needs to use a clear voice with gaaoilation and sufficient projection to be
heard by all the students. The teacher’s voice hdretpeaking or reading aloud is the first and most
important source of listening material for studeAtgood voice is produced from the diaphragm amtd n
from the upper chest.

2. Cassette or CD PlayerA good cassette or CD player for classroom uskhaile a forward-facing
loudspeaker slightly higher than the studentsl@al so that the sound goes directly to the stisdéhyour

loudspeaker is too low and the students are sittimgws, their bodies and the furniture will bloitie




sound. If your player’s loudspeaker points verticapwards, the sound will be reflected off theliogi and
be distorted. Turn it, so it faces the students.

3. Outside Noise Reduce the noise coming from outside the classimpshutting the windows (or, in hot
countries, turning off the air conditioning) wha&udents are listening.

4. Inside Noise The greatest source of noise which interfereh istening comes from the students
themselves. Train them to keep quiet while listgrog making sure that they have tasks which faneent
to listen carefully.

5. Use the language laboratoryEarphones and headphones deliver undistorteddstitectly to the ears. If
you have access to a language laboratory, thisgesvdeal conditions for intensive listening. Dospend

all your language laboratory time doing structuhdlls. Use the time for intensive and extensiggelning.

| will bring some more listening tips in the negsue of ELTWeekly.

Do you have some ELT tips to share? Please send thémeltweekly@gmail.com




Video of the week

Web 2.0 & Language Learning

This is a presentation of Web 2.0 for Educatorsrggted in language learning and emerging techresog

Watch the video by clicking this linkittp://eltweekly.com/more/2009/03/20/eltweekly-is$3-video-of-the-week-

web-20-language-learning/




Expert article

What is Your EFL / ESL English Teaching Philosophy?
By Larry M. Lynch

The Interview

The interview seemed to be going along okay. TherDirector asked, “So what is your philosophyeafahing
English?”

“My philosophy of teaching?” The TEFL intervieweeisted in her seat, tugging at the collar of a bothat was

suddenly too tight. She felt water running down lbeck. A certain dampness coated her palms.

“Yes. Do you have a philosophy of teaching?” threctior repeated. The interview had taken a distiact

downturn. Top positions paying top dollars requae professionals.

“Well, I'm not really sure what you mean.” the teac responded. “I can tell you what | do in my sk what

materials | use and how | interact with the stugelstthat what you mean?”
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No, that's NOT what the Language Institute Directegant. The interview ended. So did the teachedspects at
that high-level institution.

Philosophy of Education

A teacher’s philosophy of education is now used asjor marketing strategy by savvy teachers ascbaome
an essential component of a teacher’'s CV and pmrtfiblhas evolved to become part of the teachmeisonal
profile, which outlines all of his essential slgéts and unique qualities, and highlights the teesispecialties. (D.
Sofsian, 2006) Reference these web sites for funtii@rmation:

* Create Your Own Electronic Portfolio

http://electronicportfolios.org/portfolios/iste2 kohi

* My “Online Portfolio Adventure”

http://electronicportfolios.org/myportfolio/versismtml

* How To Create an Electronic Portfolio

http://www.essdack.org/port/how.html




Expert author Damian Sofsian in his article, “Teadiducation Philosophies”, talks about five typégaching
philosophies: (http://ezinearticles.com/?Teachendation-Philosophies&id=227410)

* Liberal — which aims at developing intellectualyers

» Behavioral — these ideologies focus on the suhgkidls of a human being and the role of educatioteaching

them
* Progressive - motivates cultural developmentroinaividual in order to bring about societal chang
* Humanistic - trends look at the overall developtr& the personality and characteristics of anviddal

* Radical — these philosophers are interested ieflmal changes that should happen in a society fiime to

time, and the role of education in bringing abauittigal, social and economical changes

Teacher education philosophy is now a major mangestrategy used by EFL and TEFL teachers and éamne

an essential component of a language teacher resuodneersonal profile. (D. Sofsian, 2006)
Education Philosophy References

Before embarking on developing your own philosophgducation, reference these sites for more infdept

information and samples of Educational Philosoghjesnents.
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» Samples of Philosophy of Education

http://www.wilderdom.com/philosophy/SampleEducaRbilosophies.html

» Materials on the Philosophy of Education

http://commhum.mccneb.edu/PHILOS/phileduc.htm

* Philosophy of Education links

http://dmoz.org/Society/Philosophy/Philosophy ofuEation/

Your Philosophy of Education

What is your philosophy of education? If you “dohdve one” now would be a good time to more thonbug
investigate aspects of one. Add your philosophgiitgour teaching areas. Let it pervade what yoaigid how you
approach your craft from every angle from preparato class activities, problem-solving, disciplaoed
assessment. Your philosophy helps set you apart tihose who might just show up, do the minimum ewmitect
their paychecks. In these days of increasing psadaalism, increased requisites for teaching stadf higher
expectations on the part of Educational AdministstTEFL teachers, regardless of current staitorgly cannot

afford to be lax.
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Prof. Larry M. Lynch is an English language teaghamd learning expert author and university prafess Cali,
Colombia. Now YOU too can live your dreams in pasadfind romance, high adventure and get paid while

travelling for free

For more information on entering or advancing i tascinating field of teaching English as a Fareag Second
Language send for his no-cost PDF Ebook, “If YountMa Teach English Abroad, Here’s What You Need to
Know”, immediate delivery details and no-obligatioformation are available online now at:

http://bettereflteacher.blogspot.com/

Need professional, original content or articlesyfour blog, newsletter or website? Have a questmest, or
want to receive more information or to be addeliscarticles and teaching materials mailing lisk?2f contact

the author at this website for a prompt response

Article Sourcehttp://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Larry M. Lynch

http://EzineArticles.com/?What-is-Your-EFL-/-ESL-@rsh-Teaching-Philosophy?&id=229792

*ELTWeekly team would like to thanRrof. Larry M. Lynch for granting permission to reprint this article.
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Worldwide ELT news

53 different lanquages at a school - thesun.co.uk

Lingos range from Ghana’s Akan Twi-Fante to RussiaNelson Primary in East Ham, East London.
The largest language group is Sri Lankan Tamil Y1&4#h English second (115).

Head Tim Benson said: “It makes things more dificwWe aren’t on a level playing field with other
schools.”

His school has a 30-year history of teaching noghgh speaking pupils. They have teaching assistaith
various language skills.

Read the complete news item hédrép://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/articlZ&8.ece

Bid to enhance English teaching - google.com

The Government has said it is trying to “bring €ni$ weak in English up to speed” after it emertatl

one in seven primary school pupils did not haveliBhas their first language.
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Shadow immigration minister Damian Green said tloedase in the number of pupils for whom Englih was
a second language was making life difficult forctears, parents and pupils and called for an arlimialon
immigration.

But the Department for Children, Schools and Fam(Iz¥SSF) said a “comprehensive support package”

was available for new arrivals.
A DCSF spokesman said: “The language of instrudghdinglish schools is and always has been English.

Read the complete news item here:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ukpress/articladdM5hRuj34HHge5YDKJVKPPO9OMH9iiWA

British Council launches portfolio of new English eaching and learning services at TESOL
Arabia 2009 in Dubai - bi-me.com

The British Council, the world’s largest English laage teaching organisation, launched a range of new
global English teaching and learning services WAE at the TESOL Arabia 15th annual International
Conference which concluded on 14 March.




The new services, most of which are free to us@nsto create very broad access to high qualityhieg
and learning materials through highly interactivet\2.0 style online services for teachers, learaeds
parents.

The new services include teacher content on aesimngbsite. A fun learning zone in the teen-onhaak
Second Life helps facilitate the social-networkargl intercultural dialogue that goes on in Engdistihe
lingua franca of the virtual environment. ‘Learnfisly Family’ aims to help teachers and parents ¢oenb

to support young student learning through onlirsueces.

Read the complete news item herip://www.bi-me.com/main.php?id=33460&t=1&c=33&ctgamset

Lanquage teacher goes the extra mile - asiaone.com

WHEN cousins Yen Wei Shing and Lim Zhi Wei scoredfaand a A* respectively for Chinese in the
Primary School Leaving Examinations last year, lteag and pupils at Nan Chiau Primary School were
stunned.

Their results were unexpected as the 13-year-otate Wnown to be struggling with the subject. Addiien

from single-parent families, both were too pooatiord private tuition.

Wei Shing also has dyslexia, which had caused bioohsistently fail the subject. Zhi Wei, althouggood
student, had been falling behind in school, digiathat his mother was dying from brain cancer.




Read the complete news item hdrp://www.asiaone.com/News/Education/Story/A1S2§90318-
129279.html

A new language, a nhew outlook - wischews.com

Isias Tomas thought it was “cool” to hear a statyl in his native language at South Elementary 8cho

As stories were told Wednesday, fifth-grade clasessmanfamiliar with the Spanish language whispered
guestions to him about what was said.

A former Spanish teacher, Kay Elmsley-Weeden, spokartial English and used exaggerated movements
to keep all of the kids involved in her story. Mogithrough the room in her traditional Spanish sireke

had students laughing, clapping their hands andifig out the meaning of foreign words.

Read the complete news item hdrep://www.wischews.com/bnr/news/443628




Worldwide ELT events

7th IATEFL ELTA Conference, Novi Sad, May 22-24

The 7th IATEFL ELTA International Annual Conferenoggngs about many changes and you are cordially
invited to experience those new delights and nmse#ither as a presenter or simply as a conference
attendee. The Conference will be held from 22-24 1309 in a new venue - Master Center, Novi Sad.

The Conference bears the title: “Devise, wit; wrgen... and gather the harvest of knowledge”and is
primarily focused on writing - teaching, practiciagd assessing writing, choosing a topic, dealiitly w

audience, motivating students to write, etc.

The 7th IATEFL ELTA International Annual Conferenel be truly special if it is to be judged by the
names of people to present, one of them being BH&hWong, President of TESOL. Besides Dr Wong,

many other renowned plenary speakers and guestadasito the event’'s importance.

English language teachers, university professeegiter trainers and all those involved in teackinglish
in a myriad of other ways are more than welcomepaly for a form of presentation of their preferenc

talk, discussion, workshop or poster presentatt@hthus share with colleagues their experience;oagp




and strategy of dealing with the topic. If, howewaur interest lies somewhere other than writingjould
be equally delightful to have you present.

The working part of the Conference will be accomedty social events and an ELT Book Exhibition to
enable you mingle with colleagues and browse througnerous books displayed at publshers’ stalls.
Moreover, Conference attendees will have a chaneajty refreshments, the courtesy of sponsors.eéls w
as win many prizes.

As the Conference is to be held in the new venugrozation calls for timely action concerning
accommodation. Therefore, we would like to alent yo the need of booking accommodation well in
advance (preferably in January or February atatest) either through our Accommodation Managdende
Rakovi?, conferenceaccommodation@elta.org.rs , goanown.

Updates, forms and other important details wilblvailable by February on ELTA and British Council
websites, so please make sure you check thesdrsimesime to time. Please contact us

atconferencemanager@elta.org.rs.

For further details and pre-registration, pleas#:\http://www.elta.org.rs/announcement.htmi

The 31st Cambridge Seminar on Contemporary Literatue, July 11-17 July 2009
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The British Council’s Cambridge Seminar on contemppoliterature has influenced discussion,
performance and debate on literature for over 20syel'he programme includes well-known - as well as
innovatory and new - names, including novelistgtpocritics and other writers. Writers confirmed 2009
so far include; John Burnside, Jim Crace, Linda Graomy Harrison, Philip Hensher, Jackie Kay, David
Lodge, Blake Morrison, Gillian Slovo, Marina Warn8enjamin Zephaniah.

The seminar profiles the UK’s creative ideas arfdea@ments and has been proven to increase theemumb
of quality relationships between the UK and marheotountries. It actively builds ties for the UK’s
creative and knowledge economy. The event is feldydential. Over the years the seminar has brought
together an impressive group of contemporary Britisikers and critics and offers delegates a livaly of
talks, discussions, performances, debates and@ortapity to talk with the writers about their worRhe
seminar brings new audiences into contact witlcteative face of the UK, helps refresh existing

perceptions of the UK and widens opportunitiesiier UK’s creative sector globally.

Participants, who come from many countries, haysdpnities to meet and hear a wide range of vaiter
from Britain, as well as take part in discussionsudla range of literary trends and issues. In lomijpg
together the insight and experiences of writersgarticipants in a strongly international contelxg
Cambridge Seminar offers an unrivalled literary edgeee. This is an opportunity to take part in ohéhe




most intimate and influential literary events i tvorld in the relaxed surroundings of a Cambridge
University College.

Many people who have attended the seminar in teehave described it as a defining moment in their
careers, bringing them up-to-date with new trendsriting today and introducing them to an interowadl
network of like-minded people. The event is fulgsidential and is organised by the British Council

Literature Department.

Who Should attend the Cambridge Seminar?

The target group for the Seminar is anyone bastgideuthe UK who is professionally engaged with
literature, including: writers, translators, acadsmliterary editors and critics, teachers, liaas,
broadcasters, literary venue administrators and/é&gprogrammers. Good spoken English is essential
participants will get most from the Seminar if themjoy and contribute to the discussion and ineamngle it
fosters. There are places for up to 45 participadies will cover all costs relating to registration,
accommodation and meals for applicants. We do omgrcthe costs of international and local traveé W
have to obtain the agreement of British Counciloaf$iin each country before we can confirm delegsites
shall let successful applicants know as soon pessible:
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Online registration is available &tttps://survey.britishcouncil.org/wix/p8548742.aspx

AzETA International ELT conference, November 14-15

Azerbaijan English Teachers’ Association (AzET#&elighted to announce 6th International ELT
Conference Reaching Out ... for Success to be heldldrd November 2009 at Baku Slavic University,

Baku, Azerbaijan.

The Conference will mainly focus on the followingues:
Teaching Civic Education through ELT
Methods and Teaching Skills
Using Technology for Teaching English
English for Specific Purposes
Materials development
Testing and Assessment
Teaching English to Young Learners

Online Projects
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Involving learners in extra-curricula activities
Contact details:
Telephone: +994 12 441 5068 (ext.: 1-51)
Tel/Fax: +994 12 441 3632

Email: elmira e40@hotmail.com

URL: http://www.az-eta.org/

Fourth International and 40th Annual ELTAI Conferen ce, Chennai (Tamilnadu, India),
Auqust 7-9

Theme: "Managing Mixed-Ability Classes”

Call for Papers: Papers are invited on the conferémeme and other related aspects of ELT.

Last date for submission of abstracts (in about\20fdis): 31st May, 2009.

Reqistration Fees:
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For TEACHERS

Registration fee is Rs.500 for ELTAI members and Rxf60 others.(Paper presenters who are not menatbers
ELTAI should send Rs.100 as Paper presentationrfeeldition to their Registration fee.)

For POST-GRADUATE STUDENTS AND Full-time RESEARCH SCHORA in English, Education and

Linguistics.

Registration fee is Rs.300/-only (ONLY ON PRDUCTION @EERTIFICATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL OR
HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT) and Paper Presentation Begs.100.

OVERSEAS DELEGATES

Registration fee is US$50.

ACCOMMODATION (For Indian delegates only): Prior intimation amiyance payment of Rs.500 are necessary
for reserving accommodation for outstation delegai@ case of cancellation, ninety per cent ofatieance paid

will be returned provided intimation is given befdsth August 2009. For further details contact
eltai_india@yahoo.co.ior 044-9381052997.
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REGISTRATION : Please download the registration form from th& bhelow. Paper presenters should fill in both
Part A and Part B. Oothers Part-A only. Filled-@nnhs should be sent along with the Registratiortdedbe
following address.

For further details and pre-registration, pleas@\http://www.eltai.org/activities.htm




Book of the week

Balancing Reading and Language Learning
By Mary Cappellini

Book Details

Paperback: 344 pages

Publisher: Stenhouse Publishers (January 1, 2005)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 1571103678

ISBN-13: 978-1571103673

Price: $27

Book Description




Teaching reading to children in a language thabtgheir own is a daunting task. Combining thet bes
classroom practices and research on teaching geadihlanguage acquisition, Mary Cappellini integgat
effective reading instruction with effective langeanstruction. Through the framework of a balanced
reading program, she emphasizes the importancenstantly listening for and assessing children’s
language and reading strategies during read ashaled reading, guided reading, and independedinigga
including literature circles.

Mary plans and demonstrates whole-class, smallpyrand individual reading instruction using a moafel
"reading to, with, and by children" with fiction @monfiction texts. She works in the primary angeip
grades with children at all stages of English laggidevelopment and at all developmental readireide
With on-going assessments based on those intanacsbe shows how to plan for more effective
instruction. Mary constantly questions and discsisgleether the child needs more support in language
development or in developing reading strategiesaking down assumptions that equate a low level of
English proficiency with a lack of reading straesgyior English language fluency with accomplishesiing
skills.




Through the use of wonderful literature, and byntaning a focus on the children's strengths, neaus
knowledge, and interests, Mary constantly challsrgjedents as they develop their fluency in Englibiie

becoming fluent readers.
Included in this text are:

how to set up an environment that will allow allglish language learners to succeed,;

the stages of English language proficiency andestafj reading development—how they compare
and how to use them to assess and plan for indiVichildren;

A focus on tapping into children's prior knowledgeheir primary language while teaching reading in
English and using Spanish/English cognates to delielop academic language;

a collection of in-depth lessons and mini-lessaasel on children's language proficiency and reading
strategy needs with ongoing assessment, teacthectieh, and with an emphasis on choosing the
right books to match their reading and languageljev

how to manage numerous guided reading groups Wittiren of all stages of reading and language
proficiency;

thematic planning, with sample units for primargampper grades, to support academic language and
meet content standards;

ideas for literacy evenings, school tours, androgirents to involve parents with the learning

community;




extensive resources: numerous forms and checkl@servation sheets, planning sheets, literature
response sheets, focus sheets for shared and gemt#idg, and more. Also included are lists of ok
for read alouds, shared reading, and thematic, amt$ lists of recommended guided reading series

appropriate for English language learners.

Balancing Reading and Language Learnprgvides the strategies proven to be effective lnalanced
reading program, while at the same time valuinggve culture and first-language skills of thegksh
language learner. Regardless of how many or hovEllelwstudents a teacher has, this invaluable regourc

helps them meet the challenges and reap the rewateaching children to read as they learn thguage.

Customer Reviews
Midwest Book Review (Oregon, WI USA)

Balancing Reading & Language Learning: A Resourcelleaching English Language Learners K-5 by
educational consultant and former bilingual resedeacher, ESL teacher, and literacy coach Mary
Cappellini offers a framework for a balanced classraeading program that includes the use of reading
aloud, shared reading, guided reading, and indegsgmdading to develop a student's skills and ttyen
the English language. Classroom instructors walidehow to set up an environment that will enalbile a
English language learners to succeed in advanbgigftuency and academic performance; the stafjes o

English language proficiency and how to use theawsgess and plan for individual children; adviae fo
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tapping into children's prior knowledge in theimpary language while teaching reading in Englisid the
use of Spanish/English cognates to help develogesc® language skills; how to manage numerous dguide
reading groups with children at all stages of negdind language proficiency, and more. Enhancedu wit
ideas for events to involve the parents, themdsiorpng sample units for primary and upper grattes)s

and checklists, bibliographies and suggested rgdits, Balancing Reading & Language Learning is a
welcome and instructive addition to professional bitingual instructor reference collections and-ES

curriculum development resources.
Rosa Hernandex (Reedley, CA, USA)

This book provides excellent insight and suggestion teachers of English Learner students. lerégat
for teachers who are trying to integrate ELD wiihit regular reading and language arts programelexa

for administrators too.




Cool ELT resources

ESL Galaxy

ESL Galaxy offers over 2368 free printable workshéer ESL lesson plans and ESL Activities; andéelere
more additions every other day.

The worksheets include:Board Games, Crosswords, Gaamorksheets, Vocabulary Worksheets, Theme or
Topic lesson plans, Pronunciation, Survival Englisbng and Video Activities, Word Search Puzzlestivals &
Holiday Worksheets,Prefixes/Suffixes Word Formaftl conversation & Communicative Activities,Ganmela
Writing Templates, Cloze & gap fill exercises, Thadgo have ESL Games and ideas for ESL Classrooms,

Powerpoint downloads, Matching & Collocations,RegdinWriting Exercises, Complete Lesson Plans.

Since its creation in 2005, the ESL Galaxy hasdigm@xpanded into a portal site with its own suiessi This six-
in-one website includes : ESLtower.com, Englishddlcom, EnglishMediaLab.com & Download-ESL.com and
Chinesefortravel.com. With over 6556 resource®atls the way with offering free resources for Eigteaching
and learning. Its resources range from printableksiteets to computer-assisted ESL materials. Tdra te made

up of full-time English teachers who are still dieg and updating this website on an almost dalsis

Explore ESL Galaxy dittp://www.esl-galaxy.com/
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Download-ESL.com

Download-ESL.com is dedicated to providing ESL/BEROL students and teachers useful materials totheip
study or teach English. Teachers and studentdindlIPrintable Ebooks, Powerpoint Lessons, vidétesland
audio podcasts, ESL worksheets,quizzes, audiokesuders, powerpoint and more resources for teaemdg
studying English as a second language. Studentsipotls can download ready-made ipod compatiblepsid
for self-tutoring of English. Mp3 for English listeg with texts read at clear and reasonable sp&&as mobile
phone, ipod, laptop, mp3 players are all languageing tools. Download our videos, mp3 and intaradests to
help you learn English. We have tried to covetealels of TEFL teaching i.e beginners, elementarg;
intermediate, intermediate/upper & Advanced. Howewe have focused on beginner to intermediate madgeas

learners & teachers seem to need more help in dress.

Explore Download-ESL.com &ttp://www.download-esl.com

ESLTower.com

ESLTower.comis a free ESL, EFL & ELT site thatavff top quality printable and interactive Englisargmar
and vocabulary exercises for teachers and studBmese grammar and vocabulary resources will sagidh
teachers lesson planning time and offer studegteat free opportunity at online self-study. Thare grammar &

vocabulary quizzes, crosswords, word search aretaefun puzzles that make the learning and tegobiin
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English easy and fun.Pronunciation is one areaave hecently added more content. We have addecdefibon

vowel and consonant exercises in the form of videmsksheets, self-tests and mp3 downloads.

Explore ESLTower.com dtttp://www.esltower.com
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Word of the week: cyberpunk

cyberpunk ¢ \SY-ber-punk\

Meaning:

1 : science fiction dealing with future urban stie® dominated by computer technology
2 . an opportunistic computer hacker

Example: Cyberpunk — with its androids and cybagd human-electronic networks — almost turns reautito
a computer game.

To know more about the word ‘cyberpunk’, pleaseétvigtp://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-
bin/mwwodarch.pl?Feb.02.2009
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ELT cartoon of the week




Research paper

Welcome to HELL: Humour in English Language Leagnin
By Assist. Prof. Hidayet TUNCAY

Director, Higher School of Foreign Languages, Istdirel University

Abstract

Humour means understanding not only the languadevands but their use, meaning, subtle nuances, the
underlying culture, implications and unwritten nmegss. Humour does not often travel well from on&ucel to
another, as each society has a somewhat diffeomcept of what is funny (Dobson, 1987). In Fordigmguage
Learning (FLL), the ability to understand humous li@en one of the parameters that helps us findlmuit

learners’ comprehension in both oral and writterglaage.

In this article, the lighter side of English Langealeaching (ELT) is covered. The study is basedosn huomur
can facilitate L2 learning. The foucus is on thevey done on the selected jokes classified undeetheadings,

culture-based, language-oriented and meaning-b&sexe exercises with jokes will also be examplifiEde




results of a research survey is discussed. Aflistinitations and drawbacks is presented. The dgekes is dealt

with in regard to learners as well as teacherentnce in-class activties.

Key words: humour, jokes in ELT, communication kskil

To access the full paper, please visitp://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal




Subscriber space

On the roles of memory, learner schematic knowledgkthe teacher
orientation in facilitating language learning

By Mahnaz Azad

Abstract

Comprehending the stream of words is a complicatedgss which involves the integration of both prior
knowledge and incoming information operating witthie cognitive system. Content schemata or the bemknd
knowledge is a factor that influences second areida language learning. This article attemptsdaae the role
of the teacher orientation in facilitating the sige and retrieval of memory and also, in activasiclgemata in the
process of language learning. In this regard, fimststructure of memory will be explained briedlyd then the
notion of schemata and its potential as a morergepéanciple of information processing will be btaated. Then
after, the role of the teacher in activating refevaackground knowledge and developing autonomy and
independence in students will be presented inldetan effort has been made to restrict the disonsas much as
possible; however, the implications presented barebe applied to and drawn on areas of languageihg and




teaching. While the research in this domain encasgma great deal of literature which can not beredl in its
entirety here, it is hoped that this discussion pribvide readers with an overview in this area.

Mahnz’s full paper is available on ELTWeekly blagsit this page to access the paper:
http://eltweekly.com/more/2009/03/20/eltweekly-is$8-subscriber-space-research-article-by-mahna#-aza
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INVESTIGATING THE EFFECT OF READING PORTFOLIOS ONHE IRANIAN
STUDENTS’ CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY, READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITY, AND READING ACHIEVEMENT

By Akram Faravani

Abstract

This study investigates the effect of portfoliossbadents’ critical thinking ability, reading congiension ability,
and reading achievement. 32 students participatdus project and responded to 3 tests of (a)raeHeased
reading test, (b) a disclosed reading compreherssibtest of the TOEFL, and (c) a Persian criticaking test as
pre-test and post-test. Reading portfolios werdempnted in the experimental group while in thetcmgroup
the readings were practiced in a traditional wdye Tesults indicated that portfolios could pronsitelents’
critical thinking ability. Findings also demonsedtthat reading portfolios improved student’s regdi
achievement and reading comprehension ability.

Akram'’s full paper is available herbttp://eltweekly.com/more/2009/03/20/eltweekly-ie$8-subscriber-space-

research-paper-by-akram-faravani/
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